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Piney Point and Port Manatee
From 1926 until 1954, traveling from Manatee County to Pinellas County required taking 
the Beeline Ferry from Piney Point on the southeast shore of Tampa Bay to Pinellas Point 
on the northwest shore. Round trip fare was $3.00 per car and included all passengers. 

After completion of the Skyway Bridge, the ferry went out of business, and the area 
just South of Piney Point became the home for Port Manatee, the closest United States 
deepwater seaport to the Panama Canal. Today, the port supports 22,484 jobs and has a 

$2.3 billion dollar total annual economic impact on Manatee County. 
postcard courtesy of the Herb loomis Historic postcard collection,

manatee county Historical records library
current photo courtesy of manatee county port authority

and aerial innovations, inc.

Port   Authority

Port Manatee is the fourth largest of Florida’s 
fourteen deepwater seaports. Governed by the 
seven-member Manatee County Port Authority, 
Port Manatee is our community’s gateway to 
international trade and commerce. 

Located on over 1,100 acres, Port Manatee is the 
hub for a wide variety of agricultural and industrial 
commodities, including forestry products, fruits and 
vegetables, citrus juices, aluminum, steel, paper 
products, petroleum products, natural gas, cement, 
construction-grade aggregate and fertilizer.

The Port facility expansion program continues. The 
current focus is on improvements to the South Port 
area which would include dredging adjacent to Berth 
12 and the construction of an intermodal container 
yard. The dredging project will provide deep water 
access to Berth 12 and phase I of the intermodal 
container yard will be constructed adjacent to 
Berth 12. Both of these projects are expected to 
commence in the next fiscal year. Completion of 
these projects, coupled with the recent acquisition 
of a mobile harbor crane will significantly expand 
the Port’s operating capacity and further diversity 
into containerized cargoes.
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